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ORDINANCE NO. 999

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE RELATING TO

THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY AREA FIRE

HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES MAPS

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside ordains as follows:

Section 1. FINDINGS. The Board of Supervisors of Riverside County finds that wildfires are
increasing in frequency and intensity within Riverside County. Adoption of the Local Responsibility Area
Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps is necessary to protect public health and safety by identifying areas at
risk of wildfire and guiding land use planning, the implementation of ignition-resistant building standards,
and defensible space standards.

Section 2. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to formally adopt the Local
Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) maps within Riverside County, as prepared and
designated by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), pursuant to
Government Code section 51178.

Section 3. AUTHORITY. In accordance with the Government Code section 51179, a local
agency shall designate, by ordinance, moderate, high and very high fire hazard severity zones in its
jurisdiction within 120 days of receiving recommendations from the State Fire Marshal pursuant to
Government Code section 51178.

Section 4. DEFINITIONS. As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

A. Board. The County of Riverside Board of Supervisors.
B. County. The County of Riverside.
C. Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ). An area at risk for wildfire as designated by the

CAL FIRE, pursuant to Government Code section 51178.
Section 5. DESIGNATION OF FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES. The Board hereby

adopts the recommendations of the State Fire Marshal made pursuant to Government Code section 51178
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and designates those areas within the County as moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones as
shown on the Local Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps published by the Office of the
State Fire Marshal.

Section 6. ADOPTION OF MAP. The Board hereby adopts the portion of the State Fire
Marshal’s Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps covering the County as the “County of Riverside Fire Hazard
Severity Zones Map.” A copy of the County of Riverside Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps is on file with
the Clerk of the Board and can also be found online at www.rvcfire.org and is incorporated herein by
reference.

Section 7. SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this ordinance are separate and severable. If
any provision of this ordinance is for any reason held by a court to be unconstitutional or invalid, the Board
declares that it would have passed this ordinance irrespective of the invalidity of the provision held to be
unconstitutional or invalid. Such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall therefore not affect the remaining
provisions of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from the

date of adoption.

Adopted: 999 Item 3.20 of 07/01/2025 (Eff:07/30/2025) (Pub:07/10/2025)
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