
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 921 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE 
REQUIRING THE MANDATORY SPAYING AND NEUTERING OF PIT BULL BREEDS 

 
 The Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside ordains as follows: 
 Section 1. FINDINGS. 
  a. In recent years, pit bulls comprise a disproportionately high 

number of unwanted dogs in the County, accounting for twenty 
(20) percent of shelter dogs and thirty (30) percent of dogs 
euthanized in the County.   

  b. While the majority of pit bull owners are responsible and take 
appropriate measures to ensure that their dogs do not have 
unwanted offspring, there is a need to mitigate the large number 
of unwanted pit bulls in the County.  

  c. Restricting the maintenance of and breeding of intact pit bulls and 
requiring the spaying and neutering of pit bulls will not prevent 
responsible pet owners and pet breeders from owning, breeding, 
or showing pit bull breeds.   

 Section 2. PURPOSE.  To protect the public’s health and welfare from 
irresponsible owners of pit bulls by mitigating the over population of unwanted pit bulls. 
 Section 3. AUTHORITY.  This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code section 122331, which authorizes counties to enact mandatory breed specific 
spay/neutering programs. 
 Section 4. EXEMPTIONS.  The following pit bulls are exempt from the 
regulations described in this Ordinance: 
  a. Currently licensed pit bulls whose owners are registered breeders 

with the County’s Department of Animal Services. 
  b. A pit bull that has been appropriately trained and is actually being 

used by a public law enforcement agency for law enforcement 
purposes. 

  c. A pit bull that is an assistance dog as defined in Food and 
Agricultural Code section 30850. 

  d. A pit bull which has been certified by a licensed veterinarian as 
having a health reason for not being spayed/neutered. 

  e. A pit bull which is in training at a licensed kennel and is currently 
licensed by the owner in another jurisdiction.  The owner of the pit 
bull has the burden of showing that said pit bull is licensed in 
another jurisdiction.  

  f. A dog that is pending a breed determination when the dog owner 
or custodian requests such a determination in accordance with 
Section 6 of this Ordinance. 

 Section 5. DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Ordinance, the following terms 
shall have the following meanings: 
  a. County.  County of Riverside. 
  b. Department.  County of Riverside Department of Animal Control. 
  c. Pit bull.  Any Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, 

or American Stafford Terrier breed of dog, or any mixed breed of 



 

 

dog which contains, as an element of its breeding, any of these 
breeds so as to be identifiable as partially of one or more of these 
breeds.  

 Section 6. DETERMINATION OF BREED.   
  a. Upon written request of any dog owner or custodian, the 

Department’s Chief Veterinarian or designee will schedule a 
breed determination appointment to determine whether a dog is a 
pit bull.  

  b. The Department shall mail the requesting dog owner or custodian 
written notice of the date, time, and place for the appointment not 
less than ten (10) days before the appointment date.  The 
appointment date shall be no more than thirty (30) days after the 
Department’s receipt of the request for a breed determination.  

  c. The Department shall mail written results of breed determination 
to the requesting owner or custodian within ten (10) days after the 
appointment 

  d. The above mentioned breed determination results are prima facie 
evidence of the facts stated therein.  On appeal, the dog owner or 
custodian appealing a breed determination has the burden to 
show that the dog is not a pit bull. 

  e. If the dog owner or custodian is cited for violation of this 
Ordinance after the Department has determined that the dog is a 
pit bull, the citation may be appealed as provided in Section 8 of 
this Ordinance. 

 Section 7. MANDATORY SPAY NEUTERING OF PIT BULL BREED DOGS.  
No person shall own or possess a pit bull over the age of four (4) months that has not been 
spayed or neutered, except as provided for in Section 4 of this Ordinance.  
 Section 8. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.  Any person violating any 
provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of an infraction or misdemeanor and 
subject to the same criminal, civil and administrative fines, penalties and costs, including all 
rights to appeal, as enumerated Riverside County Ordinance (“RCO”) No. 630, including any 
amendments to RCO No. 630 that may occur from time to time.  
 Section 9. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph 
of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held 
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions of this Ordinance which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end, the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 
 Section 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) 
days after its adoption. 
  
ADOPTED:  Item 9-1 of 10/08/2013   (Eff: 11/07/2013) 
 
 


